






Celebrating Volunteers in 2009
So many to thank for the Wilkinson Center’s very busy and successful summer of 2009!  

l Carlin Morris for leading the 23rd Annual Shoe Drive that provided new shoes and socks to over 1,800 children.  
l The many volunteers who made the Back-to-School Rally such a great day - including Brinker International, Highland Park United 
 Methodist Church, MHT Partners, and Calvin Lones for providing the school supplies that we stuffed into backpacks; and the B.E.S.T class at 
 Wilshire Baptist Church, which raised $1,125 to buy the food for the Rally, with some leftover to purchase more school supplies.  
l A special thank you to Deborah Hawkins for providing the backpacks with her loving and generous gift of memorials for her precious husband 
 Ray, whom we lost last summer. 
l Our good friends at Hitachi for holding another food drive for us.  They collected over $600 for our Food Pantries…enough to buy over 4,000 
 pounds of food.  Bravo! 
l Kathleen Fischer and the girls from the Irma Rangel Young Women’s Leadership School, who volunteered for a day at the Center.  
l First United Methodist Church Duncanville youth and students from Episcopal School of Dallas who came to partner with us.  
l The volunteers who served lunch to 25 children a day during June and July at our Buckner site.  
l Whole Foods for providing the very best kind of Bake Sale for us…a Community Bake Sale where we just showed up and talked about the 
 Wilkinson Center.  No baking on our part!  Thank you, Sandi Parton!  

This summer we supervised five scout projects… 4 Eagle Scouts and 1 Girl Scout Gold Award.  Jon Paul Temple, Chris Wilson, Calvin Lones, David Uhr, 
and Sarah Baker all did amazing projects for us - thanks to each of them for a tremendous job!  

And we had interns!  Nathan Watts served us ably for two months at our Front Desk.  We appreciated every day he spent with us and wish him well 
as he returns to William Jewel College in Missouri. We again were fortunate to receive an intern through ExxonMobil’s Community Summer Jobs Pro-
gram.  Annie Turner, a senior communications specialist major at Baylor University, was invaluable to the Center.  We sent her sadly but gratefully 
back to Baylor to finish her last semester.  

Brinker International followed their huge school supply drive with a miniature golf tournament.  Each de-
partment chose a charity, and designed a hole to represent it.  The Accounting Department focused their hole 
on our Food Pantry, including lots of food, charts, and statistics.  A million thanks to our dearest friends at 
Brinker.  You epitomize the word “partner.”

The Wilkinson Center Auxiliary answered every call for help…some of them “on the fly.”  What a remark-
able group of women (and a couple of men!) whose sole function is to support the Center, encourage us in 
our work, and just be there for us all.  You are angels, constantly backing up the work we do, and standing 
shoulder to shoulder with us. 

Ongoing volunteers…you know that you are the most special part of the Wilkinson Center family.  It is be-
cause of you that we will serve nearly 50,000 people this year.  Thank you for all that you do.
 
Most of all, we thank Jane Waters, Volunteer Coordinator Extraordinaire, for her five years of unselfish 
and stellar service to the Wilkinson Center.

FDIC Honors Volunteer Elizabeth Blessing
Elizabeth Blessing was honored at the August meeting of the Board of Directors for her many years promot-
ing and teaching the MoneySmart program.  Jess King, Community Affairs Specialist for FDIC, presented Ms. 
Blessing with a beautiful crystal award and praised her efforts to teach money skills and financial literacy 
to adults.  

Elizabeth Blessing attended Munger Place United Methodist Church as a little girl and was at the final service 
in June.  She was one of the first women elected to the Dallas City Council, and in 1959 was the city’s first 
female mayoral candidate. She had a long career with Ebby Halliday Realtors before becoming involved with 
the East Dallas Community Organization.  At 90, she is in no hurry to slow down.

Executive Director Brian Burton considers her a mentor and friend, and is grateful for her support of the 
Wilkinson Center over the years.  “She’s so worthy of this recognition,” Brian said, “I have no doubt she will 
soon have NATO and the United Nations endorsing this movement.”
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MoneySmart volunteer Elizabeth 
Blessing accepts congratulations 

from Jess King of FDIC.

Wilkinson Center Sends Kids Back to School with Shoes 
and Supplies
Wilkinson Center staff and volunteers worked overtime this summer to help children get ready for school.

To start, Carlin Morris led the 23rd Annual Shoe Drive.  Since its inception, the goal has been to ensure that 
school-age children begin school with a new, properly fitted pair of shoes and socks. Such a simple thing…new 
shoes and socks, and yet not a reality for many children.  Because of the generosity of Payless ShoeSource and 
our many donors, 1,813 children “shopped” for new shoes on August 9th and 10th!  This truly is a labor of love 
for Carlin, who spends countless hours collecting contributions and registering needy families.

Over at Eastminster Presbyterian Church, volunteers made similar preparations, and on July 26th children in 
Pleasant Grove went home with new shoes as well.

Less than a week later, on August 14th, the annual Back-to-School Rally was held at Ferguson Park in East Dallas.  
Over 800 people attended to receive backpacks filled with school supplies and enjoy food, games and a health 
fair.  Guests braved the heat to enjoy bounce houses and face painting, they walked for cake and took home 
toothbrushes and toothpaste.  This is a new location for the rally and we are overjoyed at the reception!  

As Margertree Holmes, Director of CLIMB, gave last minute instructions to staff and volunteers, she said, “I am 
so excited about the opportunity to serve both clients and the community in this manner. As I watched the 
school supply donations arrive and the hands that stuffed them, I was reminded that we are so fortunate as an 
agency to have individuals, companies, churches, corporations and staff members that believe that what we do 
at Wilkinson Center is worth the time, effort, energy and money expended.”

Thank you to our donors for helping these children get the new school year off to a good start.

Over 1,800 children, 
including these three lucky 

ladies, received shoes 
during the 3 days of the 
23rd Annual Shoe Drive.

Two happy shoppers at the 
Ross Avenue Payless 

ShoeSource store 
on August 10th. 
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his new 
school 
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Back-to-
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Ferguson 
Park. A perfect ending to a great day 

of food and fun.

Keauna enjoys some of the free 
food at the Back-to-School 

Rally on August 14th.

Stocking Stuffers for the Wilkinson Center 
 

 

� Ask your company to match your gift   

 

� Donate a car by calling (888) 448-3345 

 

� Recycle your phone, PDA or IPod through 

www.recyclingforcharities.com 

 

� Use www.goodsearch.com to search the web 

 

� Link your Tom Thumb Reward Card to the Wilkinson Center 
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David Uhr with his Eagle Scout 
project: two tables and a 

welcome sign.



CLIMB - Getting Much More than you Give
I remember when I first heard that old adage “Tis better to give than to receive.”  I was six, it was Thanks-
giving, and I had just handed my parents the Sears Toy Catalog with more pages marked with sticky notes 
than a bill making its way through Congress.  I don’t remember what I got for Christmas that year, but those 
words have stuck with me for life.  At this time of year, they seem so poignant, especially when I think of two 
wonderful volunteers who made such a difference in the lives of children attending the Center’s Camp CLIMB 
program.

Jann Aldredge-Clanton spent her summer teaching children the values of diligence, responsibility, respect, 
and caring for people.  Jann is an author, chaplain and long-time donor to the Center.  She can add “volun-
teer” to that list now.

Joab Garza spent his summer being a mentor and a “big brother.”  A 17 year-old, Joab was recruited through 
a partnership with AmeriCorps, a national program which allows young people to serve their country while 
earning money for college.

Because of their efforts this summer, children were safe, socially engaged, and since they received academic 
support, arrived in school this fall better prepared.  

However, the investment doesn’t just stop with the children.  Joab gained valuable work skills and the begin-
ning of a resume.  Jann, well I think her words say it best, “the voices, energy, smiles, and hugs of the children 
enrich my life.”

And that you can’t find in a catalog.       

Charles Griffith
Development Manager

Staff Spotlight – The Voice of 
the Wilkinson Center
For nine years, when you called the Wilkinson Center there was a good 
chance that Abner Coit would answer the phone.  “Mr. Abner” retired 
at the beginning of September and will finally have time to relax!

Abner came to the Wilkinson Center in September 2000.  A product 
of Lincoln High School in DISD, he was a member of the Class of 1949 
at Southern University in Baton Rouge.  He has worked as an auditing 
clerk and a postal clerk; in traffic management and inventory control; 
as a waiter and a captain.  He was hired at the Center as receptionist, 
but became much more than that to the staff, volunteers and clients 
he interacted with.  His community awards are too numerous to list, 
but they include “Man of the Year” from the St. Paul AME Church in 
1996 and a 50-year Service Award from the Southern University Alumni Dallas Chapter.

On September 4th, Mr. Abner’s coworkers and friends gathered at Wilshire Baptist Church to celebrate and 
honor him.  With delicious appetizers and desserts prepared by the Wilkinson Center Auxiliary, and lunch 
served by staff members, the event gave over 80 people the opportunity to let Mr. Abner know how impor-
tant he has been to them.  A former client of the Center, Cathey Sparks, provided musical entertainment 
and numerous staff members shared memories and photos.  Executive Director Brian Burton paid tribute to 
Abner and presented him with a memento of appreciation for his service, along with an invitation to visit 
the Center any time.

As he thanked his friends, Abner shared one last thought, “God will only lead you where he wants you to go, 
you just have to follow him and trust.”  We are grateful that Abner was led to the Wilkinson Center.

Happy Retirement, Mr. Abner! 52
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William H. Vaughan
1914-2009
William Vaughan died peacefully at his home on September 24, 2009. A former board member and food pantry 
volunteer, William was an avid supporter and encourager of the Wilkinson Center and its leadership.

Baptized into Munger Place United Methodist Church in 1914, William and his wife of 70 years, Dorothy, raised their 
family here and dedicated their lives to service. For many years, he and Dorothy could be found at their post in the 
pantry every week, serving others with a bright smile and warm compassion.

Because he exemplified unusual devotion and commitment, several years ago the Center named an annual board 
member award in his honor.

Two weeks before his death, William invited me to a small dinner to celebrate his 95th birthday. Dorothy, a masterful cook and caterer, made the 
cake. As it was brought out at the end of the meal, William pointed out the color of the icing he had chosen, “It’s Wilkinson Center green,” he said 
with a wink and a smile. 

He loved this place till the end. We will miss him forever.

Brian Burton
Executive Director

A Time for Friends
The Wilkinson Center’s growth in recent years has allowed us to positively affect the lives of thousands of work-
ing poor and struggling families in our community. Just a few years ago, no one could have dreamed that our 
impact would be felt so far by so many.

But now, with unemployment in Dallas at a 22-year high, and thousands of new people in need being served, 
our capacity is being tested. Our food pantries, case management loads, and emergency services are up 70% 
from one year ago at a time when funding has dropped.

The Center is blessed to have a strong management team and sound board leadership to guide us through this 
time. But without sufficient financial resources, our ability to respond to increasing needs is stunted at a time 
when we are needed the most.

I am acutely aware that generosity comes with a greater sense of sacrifice this year. It behooves us all to be discerning when mulling over the 
plethora of worthy appeals vying for attention.

In light of this, I wish to state anew what your investment here means and how it will help your neighbors in need:

l Your dollars meet pressing “critical needs” at a time of historic need and human suffering. Critical needs include stabilizing families 
 facing homelessness or hunger.
l Your gift will be multiplied by two foundations committed to match it (see back page).
l Your support generates long-lasting returns in a viable, ongoing enterprise that tackles the root cause of poverty and breaks the cycle of 
 dependency.
l Your food dollars are compounded ten-fold through our purchasing relationship with the North Texas Food Bank.

Please consider these facts as you contemplate your year-end giving. As always, we give thanks for everything you have done in the past and 
will do in the year ahead to provide pathways out of poverty for people in need.

With a full and hopeful heart,

Brian Burton
Executive Director

Executive Director Brian 
Burton with recent 
retiree Abner Coit.

WILLIAM H. VAUGHAN

JOBview Kiosk Assists Job Seekers
In August, a JOBview kiosk was installed at the Wilkinson Center.  Courtesy of Greater Dallas Workforce 
Solutions, the kiosk is user-friendly and designed to aid those with limited computer skills.  Clients can search 
for thousands of jobs as well as print and email information.  The kiosk is available during the Center’s normal 
business hours.
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Wilkinson Center relocating to Buckner 
The Wilkinson Center is moving our Munger-based programs to our Buckner location by the end of this year, a move that 
will increase services in the Pleasant Grove area while continuing our commitment to serve East Dallas.  

Gentrification and the economy have accelerated our planned closing of the Munger location, scheduled for 2011, but 
consolidating at this time allows us to steward our resources more effectively in a down economy. 

Changing neighborhood demographics and the disappearance of affordable housing around our Munger location had 
already resulted in the closing of that after-school site, ending of Saturday food pantry hours and low enrollments in the 
Adult Education classes. Increasingly, our client base has been moving to more affordable neighborhoods in Southeast 
Dallas. The Wilkinson Center has responded by building programs in that area. Five of our after-school programs are now 
in Southeast Dallas with capacity enrollments. Over the past 12 months we opened the Buckner pantry, purchased land for 
future expansion and launched an Adult Education partnership attracting national support at the new Eastfield College-
Pleasant Grove campus.

Although we will no longer be at Munger, our commitment to serving East Dallas is ongoing. We are negotiating space 
across the street from Munger to house our ESL and GED classes. Our after-school program at Lipscomb Elementary 
continues to thrive. And all food pantry clients in our East Dallas ZIP codes will be welcomed at our Buckner location.

There is a strong sense of “family” at Munger and we are all sensitive to the sadness and difficulty this change will be to 
both our clients and our staff. This bond and the many changed lives tell us we have been successful in transforming the 
lives of Dallas families by providing pathways to self-sufficiency with dignity and respect.

The Board, staff and volunteers wish to thank Highland Park United Methodist Church and Munger Place United Methodist 
Church for their shared vision in building the Wilkinson Center in this original location.  Highland Park’s pledge of 
continued support after our move is an affirmation of our long-time partnership and joint service to the
community.

For more information, please contact executive director, Brian Burton, at 972-284-0303 or brian@wilkinsoncenter.org.

Eastfield Partnership
On August 3rd, many of the Wilkinson Center staff attended the grand opening 
ceremonies of our new partner, Eastfield College’s Pleasant Grove campus.  Lo-
cated in the heart of Pleasant Grove, the facility has 40,000 square feet with 10 
smart technology classrooms, 4 state of the art computer labs, an electronically 
driven library, a testing/learning center, and a community room equipped with 
a kitchen.
  
The Pleasant Grove Campus links the Pleasant Grove neighborhood with the East-
field College main campus, as well as the other colleges within the Dallas County 
Community College District   — a first step in their efforts to foster a college-going 
culture in this area.  

Wilkinson Center now has a satellite office and classrooms at this new location.  We 
are offering pre-GED, beginner ESL, Introduction to Computers, and job readiness 
workshops.  Graduation from our classes prepares under-resourced students for 
entry into Eastfield’s core programs.  Additionally, we have a case manager on site 
to work with students to overcome their barriers. 

Wilkinson Center classes began on August 24th with 131 students enrolled! Because 
of the demand, another pre-GED class will be added in November.
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COMMUNITY IMPACT

GREATEST NEEDS

YTD Totals for January – September 2009

Food Pantry Visits................................41,494

CLIMB After-School .................................. 991

Adult Education Services ........................1,079

Social Services .....................................2,884

Total Number of Services Provided.. 46,448

(Munger & Buckner locations)

Food items:  Macaroni and cheese, Hamburger and Tuna 

Helper, jelly, syrup, pancake mix, flour, boxed pasta and rice 

dishes, cooking oil, baby food

Other items:  Diapers (sizes 1 – 6), diaper wipes, deodorant, 

toothbrushes and toothpaste, disposable razors, shaving 

cream, soap, toilet paper

Gift cards:  for Target and Wal-Mart, any amount

You
r y

ea
r-e

nd
 gi

ft 
will

 be
 m

atc
he

d!

The Wilkinson Center is recognized as a 
Four Star Charity by

Back Page Information:

Community Impact

Food Pantry 16,941

CLIMB After-School 359

Adult      1,322

Total Clients Served 19,139

(Munger & Buckner locations)

 

Greatest Needs

Food Pantry items:  Hamburger and Tuna Helper, Biscuit and Pancake Mix, Jelly, Syrup, Salad Dressings

Hygiene products:  Toilet Paper, Deodorant, Toothbrushes and Toothpaste, Disposable Razors, Soap

School supplies:  8 oz. paper cups, paper towels, and disinfectant or Lysol Sanitizing Wipes

Top Right-hand box:  Tinsel & Dreams – separate file

Food Pantry Client Quote:

“Thanks for all you do to help people.”    Food Pantry Client

 
 

                                           Matching Gift Opportunity 
 

 

The Harold Simmons Foundation and Ginger Murchison 

Foundation have again pledged to match gifts to the Wilkinson 

Center until January 31, 2010.  Multiply your gift by sending a 

check to P. O. Box 720248, Dallas, TX  75372-0248 or visiting 

our website: www.wilkinsoncenter.org. 
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