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An Unexpected Sermon at Ridgewood Park United Methodist Church

Sunday service on January 3ist started like many others. Then Pastor Rob Spencer spent just 3 minutes on a sermon
before sending his congregation to the grocery store, asking them to restock the shelves at the Wilkinson Center food
pantry.

He said there was a list of needs on each chair, “Please go to an area grocery store now and do what you can. You have
30 minutes, now go.” Half an hour later, members returned with more than 2,000 pounds of food. It took five SUVs to

deliver it to the Center that next week. And in March, they did it again! And plan to do it again every month.
Ridgewood Park
congregation turns

Thank you to the members of Ridgewood Park United Methodist Church for letting their actions speak louder than J -
prayer into action.

words.

The Becerra Family Finds Hope at the Wilkinson Center

Mr. and Mrs. Becerra came to the Wilkinson Center for the first time in 2009 seeking assistance with food. Shortly
thereafter, Mr. Becerra decided that on the days that he had no work or interviews, he would give his time. He has now
put in over 150 hours of volunteer service to the Center.

M. Becerra’s family also has benefited. They were adopted through our Angel Tree program in December and he was
overjoyed that he could provide gifts to his four daughters because of the Wilkinson Center. Mrs. Becerra attends ESL
classes at Titche Elementary. She said she likes it and, although English seems very difficult for her to learn, she feels it
will get easier as she continues. She is very determined to learn so she can help her children in a more efficient manner.

M. Becerra has over 25 years experience doing tile work, but has not been able to find work. He struggles to pay his
mortgage and provide the basic necessities for his family. The Center has helped with the mortgage payment and

Case Manager Miguel Brambila was able to help him avoid foreclosure and get the amount of his monthly payment [SEEEIIESEMTIACTENE I
reduced. for many services of the
Wilkinson Center.

When Mr. Becerra was asked what the Wilkinson Center has done for his family, he simply said “A lot!”

Patsy Driggers
Social Services Assistant



CLIMBers Receive Bookcases and Bikes

Employees of Beckman Coulter Inc., a company that makes biomedical laboratory instruments, recently met at the Dallas Hilton Anatole hotel to
construct and decorate 15 bookcases to be donated to Wilkinson Center’s CLIMB after-school program.

After construction was complete, the employees learned more about CLIMB from Margertree Holmes, director of the program, and then were sur-
prised by the arrival of 15 CLIMB students from the Inspired Vision Il site in Pleasant Grove. The students spread out to talk with the Beckman Coulter
employees about their favorite books, the CLIMB program and other topics. The students and employees decorated the book cases by tracing their
hands on colored construction paper. The tracings were cut out and names of books and authors were written on each one and taped to the book-
cases. Each student was then allowed to select several books for their own use.

Many of the bookcases will be donated by the Wilkinson Center to the Inspired Vision Il school. The rest will be donated to other CLIMB sites.
Just days later, students from the Truett and Umphress CLIMB sites received bicycles courtesy of Wells Fargo employees! Participants at this team-
building event originally planned to provide bikes to 10 students. After meeting some of the children and learning more about the Wilkinson Center,

the employees pledged to raise money so each child at those sites would have a bicycle. An additional 40 bikes!

Thank you to the employees of Beckman Coulter Inc. and Wells Fargo, and a special thanks to Impact for Good for forging these wonderful partner-
ships!
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CLIMBers are all smiles as they pose with
their new bikes courtesy of Wells Fargo.

Thank you, Beckman Coulter Inc!
Hand tracings are attached
to bookcases.

Ronald McDonald House Charities supports Walk Across the World

“Are we there yet” - four words voiced from the back seat of a car and guaranteed to drive any parent crazy. Now imagine if the trip was on foot!
That is exactly what hundreds of children in the Center’s CLIMB after-school program are asking each week as they clip on their pedometers and get
walking.

Last year, our CLIMB kids began a “virtual” walk across this great country thanks to generous funding from Ronald Mc-
Donald House Charities. “Walk Across America” combined fitness, nutrition education, and lessons in history and culture,
as children both individually and as teams recorded the number of steps walked and charted their progress on a map
of the U.S. By the end of the year, CLIMB kids had “visited” Boston, Chicago, Philadelphia, Los Angeles, Miami, and New
York.

If you know our CLIMB kids, then you know that no obstacle, even an ocean, is going to stop their travels. This year, “Walk
Across America” becomes “Walk Across the World,” thanks to some determined little feet and continued financial support
from Ronald McDonald House Charities. Thank you Ronald McDonald House Charities for making this exciting and unique
experience possible.

So if you're out there traveling, keep a look out for the CLIMB kids. The last we heard, they were in Bombay, India. RONALD MCDONALD
HOUSE CHARITIES

Charles Griffith
Development Manager



Wilkinson Center Staffer Gets New Certification

Brandy Smith, Adult Education Coordinator for the Wilkinson Center, will have a new title soon - “Learning Needs Resource Specialist.” She has been
attending the Special Learning Needs Institute in Houston (at no cost to the Center). Essentially, this training will allow her to reach those students
who have different learning styles by creating lesson plans based on the way he or she learns. The students will better understand their own learing
style and use it not only in class, but in everyday life because they know how they learn and retain information.

Brandy will use this tool to also help the teachers incorporate different learning styles into their lesson plans so that every student’s needs are met.
This will help eliminate frustration for both teachers and students. She said that when students are frustrated, they tend to drop out. But if they see
they have a different way of retaining information, they are more apt to continue their studies because their needs are met in the classroom.

Says Brandy, “This certification means the world to me because now | feel we can truly make a difference in a student’s life. For whatever reason, the
reqular K-12 system failed them at one time, which caused them to drop out in the first place. But now, these students have come back and we have
been given a second chance to reach them and help them to become successful citizens in learning and in life. With this chance is the opportunity
to make a difference and that is an amazing feeling.”

Junior League volunteers support
Wilkinson Center programs

The Junior League continues its tradition of volunteering time to the Wilkinson Center. On
Saturday, January 23rd, 30 ladies met at the North Texas Food Bank’s warehouse in Southwest
Dallas and spent the day sorting food. The 300 volunteer hours that the Junior League put in
will lead to 3,000 pounds of food being donated to the Center, which means 573 families will
now be fed because of the work of the Junior League!

But that’s not all! The next Saturday, the Junior League descended on the top floor of the of
St. Matthews Cathedral with paint and brushes. St. Matthews has graciously agreed to let the
Center use that space for pre-GED and ESL classes — the first step out of the poverty cycle for so
many of the Hispanic women that we serve. Over the course of an eight-hour day, the entire _ : p
floor got two fresh coats of paint, and the learning space looks like a new suite of offices. 8§ s &g ¢ ;

The Wilkinson Center would not be able to open its doors without the help of volunteers like [ETSREEETEIR Junior League of Dallas Provisional
the women of the Junior League. These two volunteer days will pay dividends for months and SRR Project, the PreGED School, now home to

years to come. Wilkinson Center’'s ESL and GED classes, recently
received a fresh coat of paint.

Wilkinson Center Teams With PreGED
School to Serve East Dallas

Thanks to a longstanding relationship with the PreGED School, a free, volunteer-led adult literacy program
serving adult English learners, Wilkinson Center continues to offer ESL and GED classes in East Dallas.

When Wilkinson Center closed its Munger Street facility to consolidate services in Pleasant Grove, the two
organizations drew on their collaborative relationship to help keep literacy education alive and well in East
Dallas.

With backing from St. Matthews Cathedral, which has housed the PreGED School rent-free since its inception
in 2002, Wilkinson Center was invited to move its ESL and GED classes into the fold at 5100 Ross Avenue. With
the PreGED’s classes designed to fill the learning gap between ESL and GED, the move created a one-stop
center where adults can progress from English language basics to studying for the GED.

Through St. Matthews’ generosity and community commitment, the Wilkinson Center shares PreGED School’s
space — rent free — in the cathedral’s historic Garrett Hall, creating a bustling campus where about 100 stu- A colorful mural illustrates this
dents attend classes four mornings a week. new partnership .

“The synergies in our relationship are amazing,” says Teri Walker, the PreGED School’s Executive Director.
“Even to the point that several of our board members and volunteers are members of the Wilkinson Center Auxiliary. You are always welcome to
stop by and see all that’s going on.”

Wilkinson Center Auxiliary members Mary Carter and Holly Greef, respectively, are President and Immediate Past President of the PreGED School’s
board.



Sandra’s Dream of Going to College

Just 25 and a married mother of three young children, Sandra Guerrero dropped out of Skyline High School
and has been working a steady stream of survival jobs ever since. She had tried on several occasions to ob-
tain her GED through classes offered at the local library, but always ended up quitting, saying that either the
classes were “too hard” or the teachers “weren’t interested” when she was having difficulties.

In August 2009, Sandra enrolled in the Wilkinson Center’s GED program, getting top scores on all her tests and
obtaining her GED in six short months. Sandra said her instructor, Brandy Smith, was dedicated to her success
and wouldn’t let her quit. “I knew with Ms. Brandy that | was going to excel — I just knew it.”

At the end of the program, Brandy spoke to Sandra about enrolling in Eastfield College and getting her degree
in Criminal Justice and pursuing her dream of becoming a police officer. The next week they went to Eastfield
College together to get information and Brandy took Sandra’s picture on the campus.

When following up recently, Brandy learned that Sandra has reached a stumbling block. In order to pay for
her college classes, she can’t afford to pay for child care, as well — a problem faced by many of our families.
The Center is actively reaching out to partner agencies to see how we can help, and Sandra remains optimistic.
We won't let her dream slip away yet.

Staff Spotlight — Leslie Renico-Boysen
Runs to Make a Difference

Leslie Renico-Boysen followed her calling into nonprofit development
over six years ago when she left a successful career in hotel manage-
ment to join the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation of America. She joined
the Wilkinson Center’s Development Team in August 2007, wanting
to make a difference in the lives of Dallas families. Wife and mother
of four, Leslie wanted to be an example to her children that, through
her work with the Wilkinson Center family, you really can change your
community for the better.

This past year had been a difficult fundraising year for all non-profits,
and Leslie wanted to do her part to help raise money for the Wilkinson
Center. Leslie has been a runner since high school, and she and her
husband actually married at Mile 5 of the Las Vegas Marathon: most
brides just have to worry about hiring the right florist, but Leslie and
her husband got to train for a marathon too!

Leslie Renico-Boysen and board
member Robert Camacho accept

. . . ) a check from All Tri.
Partnering with the local non-profit All Tri — a fitness based organiza-

tion in which you can train for a marathon or triathlon and raise money for the charity of your choice — Les-
lie began training for the White Rock Marathon and collecting donations, asking everyone from relatives
to distant friends from grade school in cities all over the United States. Leslie raised nearly $2,000 for the
Wilkinson Center and crossed the finish line in 5 hours, 14 minutes and twelve seconds. But the best part,
she says, was presenting Board Member Robert Camacho with a check, something that she never would have
thought possible on her own.

Leslie loves working for the Wilkinson Center, and looks forward to 2010 as a year when Southeast Dallas and
Pleasant Grove sees greater transformation into a place of hope. The Wilkinson Center is truly a special fam-
ily that she is proud to be a part of, she says.

2009 Tinsel and Dreams Put a
Little Holiday in our Hearts

On November 6th, the Wilkinson Center Auxiliary hosted the fourth an-
nual Tinsel & Dreams at Union Station. This holiday gala does much
to raise community awareness of the ministries we provide in East and
Southeast Dallas — not to mention the tremendous financial contribu-
tions that the Center receives from ticket sales, the auctions and cash
donations.

Co-chairs Emily Dunn and Julie Squibb outdid themselves with a festive
seated dinner and entertainment. Highlights of the event included the
first-ever live auction in addition to the traditional silent auction and
the famed “Wine Tree.” This year’s event broke all records, raising a
total of over $110,000.

-

Lr" Ty, -
Emily Dunn and Julie Squibb meet
Santa at 2009 Tinsel and Dreams
event.

Our Auxiliary is a treasure — without their hard work and dedication,
so much of the service that we provide to the community would just be
impossible. Thanks again to our Auxiliary and the incredible Sponsors
who made this evening possible: Brinker International, ORIX USA, the
Thompson Foundation, and more!

Save the date for our 2010 event: November 5th
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COMMUNITY IMPACT

YTD Totals for January 2010

Food Pantry Visits.......coeeuveinviieinniininnnn. 2,033
CLIMB After-School ........ccccveviiiiiinniinnnnn. 373
Adult Education Services ........cocveviviiiinnn. 360
Social Services .......ooviiiii 140

Total Number of Services provided ... 2,906

GREATEST NEEDS

Food items: Macaroni and cheese, Hamburger and Tuna
Helper, jelly, syrup, pancake mix, flour, boxed pasta and rice

dishes, cooking oil, baby food
Other items: Diapers (sizes 1 — 6), diaper wipes, deodorant,
toothbrushes and toothpaste, disposable razors, shaving

cream, soap, toilet paper

Gift cards: for Target and Wal-Mart, any amount

2010 March to End Hunger Campaign

Ends April 30th
Give at www.wilkinsoncenter.org
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